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Chairmen of Advisory Committee on Foreign 25 August 1953
Lengusge Publications R
Chairman of Subcomuittes on Exploitetion of
Forelgn Leanguage Publicetions
Presentation of CIA Vievpoint in Subcommittee Meetings

1. Per your request the following information on this subject
is presented below,

2. The Bubcommittoe is at present dealing with publications
of the USSR and has followed the following points of agsnda in dis-
cussing this:

8. What curreni publications should be covered? (news-
papers, periodicals, books, other)

b. Which publicaticns and which subjects should receive
priority processing?

¢. What methed(s) of exploitstiom should be used?
(e.g., abstrects, summeries, compilations, annotated biblio-
graphies, special techniques)

4. Vhat method(s) of reporting should be used! (e.s.,
genaral press summsries, abetract publications, momthly,
quarterly or semiennual collations, spot reports)

¢. What part of the offort should be set aside for specific
Searches in ponecurrent publications and the preparation of
conprehansive dlgests or compilations? What basic projects
should be undertaken?! In what priority?

f. Should FID do only streight reporting or would insertion
of factual commente be advisable or desirsble vhere appropriate?

§. How can closer liaison between FID and consumer analysts
be developed?

3. CIA’s position in regard to each of these points has been
pressnted as follows:

8. Coversge of the provincisl and specialized press 1is
ngeded as vell as the widest possible coverage of pericdicals
and monographs. Of the latter, text books for higher edugation

sare eapecially importent, ﬂ
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b. Xconomic information is desired from the centyal press,
provincisl press and tecknical publications. No specific
subject priorities available at this time. As for political
information, specific subject of priority lnterest is instruc-
tions to Communist Party members, especizlly propagandists and
agitators.

¢. Prefer straight "extract® reporting, rather thac com-
pilations or collations. VDD skould provide coamplete biblio-
graphic trestment of a selected list of periodicals. FDD would
thus supplament MLRA (Monthly lList of Russian Accessions of
Library of Congress) for these purposes. Newspapers should be
exploited only on a sumary basls but "by-lines" exploited for
biographic and topical informaticam.

d. CIA would primarily like extrmcts and abstracts with
collations only against occasional specific peeds,

e, CIA agrees in general that the primary effort should be
devoted to current publications. However, CIA has & critical
need for quantitative data in some fields which can be satisfied
only with some basic study.

f. FiD should insert factual comments where appropriste,
but should cleserly label thewm as such.

&« CIA representative spoke only for ORR and said that it
would investigate the feasibllity of an expansion or continua-
tion of the "seminars" between ORR and FID.

h. 1In reviewing the above, I sericusly vonder whether these
statements represent a trues picture of what all CIA offices want from
foreign publicaticns. FOD's experience with various comsumers has
shown a continuing trend tovward compilations and away from spot
extracts, This has been verified In committee meetings by the other
agencies who are in marked opposition to CIA on this point. CIA has
alno failed to indicate its recowmendations for priorities subject-
wise. Altbough I recognize that this iz a difficult thing te 4o,
the Subcommittes ¥will have to come up with an answer on this and the
CIA representative 18 going to be in a dissdventageous position vhen
this ie determioed at the next me2ting.
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